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Compass Payments/Consent 
The following events are now available to consent and pay through Compass. 
 Wheels club 

IMPORTANT 
Please ensure you have either the Compass App, or access to Compass on a computer as this will be our 
primary means of updating families on the current Coronavirus situation. In the event of a school closure, 
we will also send text messages so please advise us if you have changed phone numbers recently. 

Please also find attached to this Bulletin, the most current Statement on School Closures from Dr Brett 
Sutton, Victorian Chief Health Officer. 

Attendance 

A reminder that it s a departmenta  requ rement that parents exp a n a  absences and we ask all families 
to please fill out and return any Absence Explanation Letters or log in to Compass and approve all           
absences before the end of term. Parents can ring the absence line on the morning of an absence, or     
record the absence in Compass themselves. 

Fundraising 
Bakers Delight Hot Cross Bun Fundraiser 
A reminder that orders are due back this Friday 20th March for collection to be available on the last two 
days of term. Please note Baker's Delight Chirnside Park will donate $2 from every packet sold back to the 
school.  

Bendigo Bank 
It’s great to see some of our students participating in Bendigo Bank’s student banking program and we 
encourage others to get on board. Now is a great time to visit the new branch in Wandin and open up a 
student account. It’s an easy and convenient way to start your child’s savings with bank books being      
collected and returned by Bendigo Bank staff each Thursday.  

Open Night 
Keep the date of Wednesday 29th April free for our Open Night next term. More details will follow.  

Excursions 

As detailed in Mr Burnside’s Compass message this morning all excursions have been cancelled for the 
remainder of the term following yesterday's update from the Department. This includes Year 5 Exploration 
Day, Carriage Café Buddies Excursion and Year 6 Radio. Young Leader’s Day is hoping to be postponed to a 
later date so payment will be transferred once this has been confirmed. Should it be cancelled we will   
advise parents of refund options. 

JSC Toy Sale 
Please see attached flyer regarding the second hand toy sale being run by Junior School Council on the 
next 2 Wednesdays. 

Reminders 
 School banking - each Thursday 

 JSC Second hand Toy Sale - next 2 Wednesdays 

 Writers Celebration - Friday 27th March (Event to be confirmed) 

 Last day of Term 1 - Friday 27th March. Assembly 2.10pm, students dismissed at 2.30pm 

Continued over page. 



Term 2 
 Easter Monday  - 13th April 

 First day of Term 2 - Tuesday 14th April 

 School photos - Friday 17th April 

 Open Night - Wednesday 29th April 

Due back 

 Copies of Immunization & Birth Certificates (selected students) 
 Medical forms (selected students) 
 

All notices are available on Compass under School Resources/Notices, and access to the school                                  
term calendar is through Compass Applications/Calendar. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
STATEMENT ON SCHOOL CLOSURES IN VICTORIA 
 

Dr Brett Sutton MBBS MPHTM FAFPHM FRSPH FACTM MFTM 
Victorian Chief Health Officer 
Victorian Chief Human Biosecurity Officer 
 

 

The Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC) met recently to consider the issue of 
school closures in relation to the community transmission of COVID-19. 

The Committee’s advice is that pre-emptive school closures are not likely to be proportionate or 
effective as a public health intervention to prevent community transmission of COVID-19 at this time. 

As Victoria’s Chief Health Officer and as a member of the AHPPC, I fully endorse this advice in relation 
to schools in Victoria. 

There is currently limited information on the contribution of children to transmission of COVID-19. The 
WHO-China Joint Mission noted the primary role of household transmission and observed that children 
tended to be infected from adults. 

Previous work suggests that the potential reduction in community transmission from pre-emptive 
school closures may be offset by the care arrangements that are in place for children who are not at 
school. 

There is a particular risk associated with the fact that children may require care from vulnerable 
grandparents or may continue to associate (and transmit infection) outside of school settings. 

Broadly, the health advice on school closures from previous respiratory epidemics shows the health 
costs are often underestimated and the benefits are overestimated. 

This may be even more so in relation to COVID-19 as unlike influenza, the impact on otherwise healthy 
children has been minimal to date. 

For pre-emptive school closures to be effective, prolonged closure is required and it would be unclear 
when they could be re-opened. If there were still a large pool of susceptible students when schools are 
re-opened, there would be likely to be re-emergence of transmission in the community. 

School closures may still be considered late in the outbreak in anticipation of a peak in infection rates, 
for a shorter period of time. Short term reactive school closures may also be warranted to allow cleaning 
and contact tracing to occur. 

Should evidence change in relation to school closures then my advice to the sector, in collaboration with 
AHPPC, would of course change also. 


